THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO: BRUSH MANAGEMENT GUIDE

How to Selectively Thin and Prune Plants and Trees in Zone 2 and Avoid Clearing Sensitive Vegetation in
Violation of the Code.

Step 1: Remove.... as much dead wood as you can and invasive species within the Brush Management Zone areas.

Step 2: 'Thin.... the entire Zone 2 area. Start by cutting down 50% of the plants over 2 feet in height to a height of 6 inches.
Don’t go any lower than 6 inches so the roots remain to control soil erosion. The goal is to create a “mosaic” or more natural
look, as shown below, so do your cutting in a “staggered” pattern. Leave uncut plant groupings up to 400 square feet — that’s a
20x20-foot area, or an area that can be encircled by an 80-foot rope — separated by groupings of plants cut down to 6 inches.
Thinning should be prioritized as follows: 1) invasive non-native species; 2) non-native species; 3) flammable native species; 4)
native species; and 5) regionally sensitive species.
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Step 3: Prune.... all plants or plant groupings that are left after the thinning process to achieve the horizontal and vertical
clearances shown in the illustration below. (For trees in Eucalyptus Woodlands areas, see FPB Policy B-08-1.)
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Remaining plants, 4 feet or more in height, should then be cut and shaped into “umbrellas” This means pruning one half of the
lower branches to create umbrella-shaped canopies. This allows you to see and deal with what is growing underneath. Upper
branches may then be shortened to reduce fuel load as long as the canopy is left intact. This keeps the plant healthy and the shade
from the plant canopy reduces weed and plant growth underneath. Vegetation that is less than 4 feet in height, like coastal sage
scrub, should be cut back to within 12 inches of the root crown.
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Step 4: Dispose.... of the cuttings and dead wood by either hauling it to a landfill; or, by chipping/mulching it on-site and
spreading it out in the Zone 2 area to a depth of not more than 6 inches.

Step 5: 'Thin and prune annually.... because plants will grow back.



